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Amendment to the claims: 




1 . (currently amended) A computer system comprising: 
a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of programming instructions to 
implement a set of communication services on the computer system for generating on behalf of 
an offeror client, an electronic token representing an offer to participate in a voice call with a 
destination party designated by the offeror client, said off e r to participate in said voice call not 
conting e nt on acceptance by an off e rr ee at a pr e scribed tim e , the electronic token to be 
transmitted by the offeror client in association with an electronic mail message to an offeree, 
services for receiving on behalf of the offeror client, through a data network link, a notification 



ftrV 



from the offeree denoting the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer bv activating said 
electronic token, and services for causing a voice call to be establish e d initiated between the 
destination party designated by the offerorWnt and the offeree immediately in dir e ct response 
to the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client\offe r, said voice call being initiated immediat e ly 
upon acceptanc e; and 

an execution unit coupled to the storage medium for executing the plurality of 
programming instructions. 

2. (original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein the offeree accepts the offeror client's 
offer by activating the electronic token displayed on the offeree's computer system. 

3. (original) The computer system of claim 2, wherein activating the electronic token 
comprises selecting the electronic token with a user input device. 
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4. (original) \The computer system of claim 2, wherein the electronic token comprises a 
graphical icon. 

5. (original) The computer system of claim 2, wherein the electronic token comprises an URL. 

6. (original) The computersvstem of claim 1, wherein the voice call comprises at least one of a 

circuit switched call and a packe\ based call. 

\ i 

7. (original) The computer system oY claim 1, wherein the services for causing the voice call to 
be established between the destination paW designated by the offeror client and the offeree, 
comprise services for causing a first voice cm to be established with the offeree, services for 
causing a second voice call to be established with the destination party designated by the offeror 
client, and services for causing the first and second^oice calls to be bridged to place the offeree 
and the destination party designated by offeror client in voice communication with each other. 

8. (original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein thWestination party designated by the 
offeror client is the offeror client. 

9. (original) The computer system of claim 7, wherein the first and second voice calls each 
comprise a circuit switched call. 



1 0.(original) The computer system of claim 7, wherein the first voice caU comprises a circuit 
switched call and the second voice call comprises a packet based call. 
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1 1 . (original) The computer system of claim 7, wherein the first voice call comprises a packet 
based call and the second voice call comprises a circuit switched call. 



12. (original) The computer system of claim 7, wherein the first and second voice calls each 
comprise a packet based call. 

13. (previously amended) The computer system of claim 7, wherein the electronic token is 
generated on behalf of the offeror client\>ased at least in part upon data provided to the computer 
system by the offeror client, the data associated with at least one of a PSTN extension 
corresponding to the destination party designated by the offeror client and a PSTN extension 
corresponding to the offeree. 

14. (original) The computer system of claim 13, wherein the PSTN extension corresponding to 
the offeror client is obscured to prevent the offeree ftom identifying the PSTN extension 
associated with the destination party designated by theWferor client. 



15. (original) The computer system of claim 7, further comprising programming instructions to 
implement services for receiving payment information from the offeror client in association with 
at least one of the first and second calls, and services for verifying the ability of the offeror client 
to pay an indicated amount, prior to causing the first and second voice calls to be bridged. 



Attorney Docket No.: 176/23 

\ 

i 

\ 

\ 

1 6. (currently amended) \ A method comprising: 

\ 

« 

transmitting by an offeror party in association with an electronic mail message, an 
electronic token representing an offer to participate in a voice call with a destination part y, said 
offor to participat e in said voicq call not conting e nt on acc e ptance by an offere e at a prescribed 

receiving by an offeree par\y, the electronic token representing the offer to participate in 
the voice call with the destination pa 

receiving on behalf of the offeVor client, through a data network link, a notification from 
the offeree denoting the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer bv activating said 
electronic token ; and 

causing a voice call to be e stablish e d initiated between the destination party designated by 
the offeror client and the offeree immediately yn dir e ct response to the offeree's acceptance of the 
offeror client's offe r, said voico call being initiated immediately upon acceptanc e. 

1 7. (original) The method of claim 16, wherein the\ offeree party accepts the offer to participate 
in the voice call by activating the electronic token representing the offer. 



18. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein activating the electronic token includes selecting 
the electronic token with a user input device. * ^ 



19. (original) The method of claim 1 7, wherein the electrons token comprises a graphical icon. 
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20. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein the electronic token comprises an URL. 

\ 



2 1 . (original) The methocftof claim 1 6, wherein the destination party is the offeror party. 

22. (original) The method of claim 16, wherein the voice call comprises at least one of a circuit 
switched call and a packet baseacall. 

23. (original) The method of claim 22, wherein bridging the voice call further comprises: 

establishing a first PSTN calluvith the offeree; 
establishing a second PSTN call with the destination party; and 
bridging the first and the seconmPSTN calls. 

24. (previously amended) The method bf claim 22, wherein bridging the voice call further 
comprises: 

establishing a first PSTN call with the\offeree; 



establishing a second VoIP call with thfe destination party; and 
bridging the first PSTN call and the second VoIP call. 



25. (previously amended) The method of claim 22, wherein bridging the voice call further 
comprises: 

establishing a first VoIP call with the offeree 
establishing a second PSTN call with the destination party; and 
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bridging the first VoIP call and the second PSTN call. 

26. (previously amended) The method of claim 22, wherein bridging the voice call further 
comprises: \ 



establishing a first VoIP call with the offeree; 

establishing a second VoIP call with the destination party; and 

bridging the first and the second VoIP calls. 

27. (original) The method of claim 16, wJierein the electronic token is generated by a third party 
based at least in part upon data provided toVhe third party by the offeror party in association with 
a contractual relationship previously established between the third party and the offeror party. 

28. (original) The method of claim 27, whereinVhe data provided to the third party by the 
offeror party includes a first PSTN extension corresponding to the offeree party and a second 
PSTN extension corresponding to the destination paVty. 

29. (original) The method of claim 28, wherein the secVnd PSTN extension is obscured to 
prevent the offeree party from identifying the second PSTN extension. 

30. (original) The method of claim 27, wherein the data provided to the third party includes 



billing information. 





\ 



7 



Attorney Docket No.: 176/23 

3 1 . (original) The method of claim 30, wherein the voice call is bridged only after payment 
verification is received by the third party from an independent party assuring that the offeror 
party will pay for the cost of the call. 



\ 

32. (currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of programming instructions to 
implement a set of communication services on the computer system for receiving on behalf of an 
offeror client, through a data network lmk, a notification from an offeree denoting the offeree's 
acceptance of the offeror client's offer totoarticipate in a voice call with a designated destination 
party, the offer communicated to the offeree by an electronic token in association with an 
electronic mail message, and for causing thewoice call to be oGtabliahed initiated between the 
designated destination party and the offeree immediately in dir e ct response to the offeree's 
acceptance of the offeror client's offer , said voic^o call being initiated immediat e ly upon 
acc e ptanc e; and 

an execution unit coupled to the storage medium for executing the plurality of 
programming instructions. 

33. (currently amended) The computer system of\claim 32, wherein the destination party is 
designated by the offeror. 



34. (original) The computer system of claim 32, wherein the offeree party accepts the offer to 
participate in the voice call by activating the electronic token representing the dffbr^ 
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35. (original) The computer system of claim 32, wherein the services for causing the voice call 
to be established between the designated destination party and the offeree, comprise services for 
causing a first voice call to be established with the offeree, for causing a second voice call to be 
established with the designated destination party, and for causing the first and second voice calls 
to be bridged to place the offeree and\he designated destination party in voice communication 

with each other. \ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

36. (currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of programming instructions to 
implement a set of communication services on the computer system for generating on behalf of 
an offeror client, an electronic token representinaan offer to participate in a voice call with a 
designated destination party, the electronic token tb be transmitted to an offeree in association 
with an electronic mail message and services for causing a voice call to be establish e d initiated 
between the destination party designated by the offerer client and the offeree immediately in 
response to the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer by activatine said electronic 
token , said voic e call being initiated imm e diately upon acc e ptanc e; and 

an execution unit coupled to the storage medium fdf executing the plurality of 
programming instructions. 



